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DIGITAL  

INCLUSION

Chattanooga has the fastest, cheapest,

most pervasive internet in the world,

which gives our city a leg up when it

comes to building digital equity.  With

many residents lacking basic digital

literacy or a home internet connection,

we face a serious challenge, and thanks

to strong support from the City of

Chattanooga, Hamilton County and

others, we’re taking that challenge on. 

The Challenge
Tech Goes Home Chattanooga

continued to expand, offering new

modules that equip graduates to better

engage in digital life, keep up in school,

and seek new kinds of employment. 

The program is now so popular, in fact,

that we are no longer able to

accommodate everyone who wants to

partner with us to host a class, but we

are feeling energized by the challenge

of growing our program to meet

demand. 

 

We also saw the benefit of putting

technology into new hands, as we

expanded the 4K Microscope program

to five high schools in Hamilton County

this year. Students across the county

now have access to an enthralling and

powerful tool that’s usually only found

in top-level professional labs.

Our Impact
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A healthy public realm is crucial in building a strong innovation economy. Throughout the

year, we continued to support programming in the district and invited people of all

backgrounds and experiences to participate. We gathered with entrepreneurs each week for

The Kauffman Foundation’s One Million Cups program, we played BINGO every other week

with our neighbors across the street at Patten Towers, and we cheered on teachers as they

pitched their ideas at Teacherpreneur Pitch Night. And throughout the Innovation District,

the physical landscape evolved — Cherry Street lit up with new business, the massive Miller

Park renovation was completed, and Transcard began renovations on the underutilized

building wedged between Market Street and Georgia Ave.

Life and work in the public realm

INNOVATION DISTRICT
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INNOVATION  ECOSYSTEM  TOUR  DAY  

The free community space on

Floor Five of The Edney is great

indicator of the state of

Chattanooga’s entrepreneurial

and creative community. As

the front door of the

Innovation District, The Edney

is a welcoming and shared

space for Chattanooga’s

thinkers, starters, and doers.

FLOOR  FIVE
AT  THE  EDNEY

150
Average number of 

events per month

22,570 

Number of visits 

in FY 2018/19

1,799
Number of events 

in FY 2018/19

To help ensure that all are aware of the resources in the Innovation District and feel

welcome there, we began an “Innovation Ecosystem Tour Day” program, inviting leaders

from underrepresented communities to spend the day networking and learning.
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Chattanooga’s fiber network is an incredible asset for research,
and this year, so many efforts in our community gelled and

made each other stronger.
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MLK  SMART  CORRIDOR

You can find The Enterprise Center's

most recent financial audit here: 

https://www.theenterprisectr.org/uploa

ds/FinancialReport19.pdf

Financials

The Chattanooga Smart Community Collaborative, with leadership from UTC, opened a

1.25-mile “smart city corridor” along ML King Blvd. The corridor, which was called for in the

Innovation District Framework Plan, collects data that researchers can use to address

challenges of city life.
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